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talking on the subject. Sweetmeats and certain kinds of cakes, and parched grain and rice broiled and cooked in ghee, and fruit may be eaten at any time and in company with other castes, without changing the dress, or bathing, or undergoing any other of the various ceremonies that have been already described.
The lowest classes or the outcasts are not troubled by any  of the dietary rules   which   are  so   rigid   in the case of the higher caste people.    The members of the Siidra caste partake of animal food.   Indeed, some of the lowest  classes   of that  much-divided  and subdivided caste eat almost anything and everything that comes in their way.    The   Yerukalas, for  instance, a gipsy tribe  who live by   making wicker   baskets and the like, will eat rats, cats, the village pig and almost anything they can get; and yet, strange to say, they are not looked upon as unclean in the same way  as the Panchamas are considered to be.    They are even allowed to draw water from the caste wells, a privilege that  is  denied the outcast, who must  not   even go  near  or  look  into  a  well  that is  used   by  caste people.   The broad line of division that marks off the despised and hated Panchamas from others, is the fact that  they eat carrion.    The carcases and skins of all the cattle and other animals that die of disease or old 1 age are the perquisite of the Panchamas, who consume the flesh and tan  the  skins  into leather.     Anything more disgusting than this practice of eating carcases it is impossible to conceive; and so it is no wonder that those who indulge in it are hated and despised as unclean.    The hamlets of these  people  are  surrounded .with bones, and the carcase of some buffalo or bullock that has   died, perhaps,  of   disease or of old age, may often be seen lying near ready to be cooked and eaten soon.    Anything   more   revolting   it   is   impossible  to imagine than a group of these people squatting round some such object, watching the skinning  and  cutting